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Public Housing Authorities PHAs! in the US operate under a "One Strike" policy regarding drug use that is so over-reaching
that even drug use by a guest can be grounds for eviction. According to the Department of Housing and Urban Development,
"The 1998 amendments of the 1996 Extension Act provisions on ineligibility of illegal drug users and alcohol abusers confirm
that a PHA or owner may deny admission or terminate assistance for the whole household that includes a person involved in
the proscribed activity. With respect to a PHA or owner's discretion to consider rehabilitation for a household member with the
offending substance abuse problem, the rule would permit a PHA or owner to hold the whole household responsible for that
member's successful rehabilitation as a condition for continued occupancy and avoidance of eviction."

Source:

Federal Register, "One-Strike Screening and Eviction for Drug Abuse and Other Criminal Activity," Vol. 64, No. 141, Friday,
July 23, 1999, p. 40266.

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1999-07-23/pdf/99-18801.pdf

"The risk factors were stronger predictors of substance use outcomes compared to the protective factors, regardless of grade
level or substance use type. In particular, the individual and peer risk factors were strongly related to lifetime and recent use of
cigarettes, alcohol, and marijuana. Among the protective factors, the strongest associations with substance use were found in
the community domain. Several age-related differences in the associations were also found, suggesting that family and
community factors were more salient among younger grades whereas peer and school factors were stronger among older

adolescents."

Source:

Michael J. Cleveland, Ph.D; Mark E. Feinberg, Ph.D.; Daniel E. Bontempo, Ph.D.; and Mark T. Greenberg, Ph.D., "The Role
of Risk and Protective Factors in Substance Use across Adolescence," Journal of Adolescent Health, (August 2008); 43(2):
157-164.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2518980/pdf/nihms59797.pdf



http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-1999-07-23/pdf/99-18801.pdf
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2518980/pdf/nihms59797.pdf
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A case argued before the US Supreme Court (Ferguson, Crystal v. City of Charleston, et al.) involved the rights of mothers to
seek medical care during pregnancy without fear of prosecution for a positive urine drug test. The Medill School of Journalism
at Northwestern University reported that "because a live fetus was a "person" under South Carolina law, a woman who used
cocaine after the 24th week of pregnancy could be found guilty of the crime of distributing an illegal substance to a person

under the age of 18."

Source:

Northwestern University, On The Docket (Evanston, IL: Medill School of Journalism, March 2001).

http://otd.oyez.org/cases/4th-amendment-searches/ferguson-crystal-v-city...

"As frequency of family dinners increases, reported drinking, smoking and drug use decreases. Compared to teens who have
five to seven family dinners per week, those who have fewer than three family dinners per week are more than twice as likely
to have used tobacco or marijuana, and one and a half times likelier to have used alcohol."”

Source:

QEV Analytics, "National Survey of American Attitudes on Substance Abuse XIII: Teens and Parents" (New York, NY:
National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University, August 2008), p. 11.

http://www.casacolumbia.org/articlefiles/380-2008 %20Teen%20Survey %20Repo...

"Research and clinical experience teach that when, as here, the personal risks of seeking medical care are raised to intolerably
high levels, it is more likely that prenatal care and patient candor - and not drug use - will be what is deterred, often with tragic

health consequences."

Source:

American Public Health Association, along with South Carolina Medical Association, American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists, American Nurses Association, et al., Amicus Curiae brief in support of plaintiff in case of Ferguson v. City of
Charleston, et al., Docket Number 99-0936, from the web at:
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http://otd.oyez.org/cases/4th-amendment-searches/ferguson-crystal-v-city-charleston-et-al
http://www.casacolumbia.org/articlefiles/380-2008%20Teen%20Survey%20Report.pdf
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http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/supreme_court/briefs/99-936/99-936fo4/brie...

(2007) "An estimated 809,800 prisoners of the 1,518,535 held in the nation's prisons at midyear 2007 were parents of minor
children, or children under age 18. Parents held in the nation's prisons -- 52% of state inmates and 63% of federal inmates --
reported having an estimated 1,706,600 minor children, accounting for 2.3% of the U.S. resident population under age 18."

Source:

Glaze, Lauren E. and Maruschak, Laura M., "Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children" (Washington, DC: USDOJ, Bureau
of Justice Statistics, Jan. 2009), NCJ222984, p. 1.

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf

"Mothers in state prison (58%) were more likely than fathers (49%) to report having a family member who had also been
incarcerated (table 11). Parents in state prison most commonly reported a brother (34%), followed by a father (19%). Among
mothers in state prison, 13% reported a sister and 8% reported a spouse. Six percent of fathers reported having a sister who had

also been incarcerated; 2%, a spouse.

"While growing up, 40% of parents in state prison reported living in a household that received public assistance, 14% reported
living in a foster home, agency, or institution at some time during their youth, and 43% reported living with both parents most
of the time (appendix table 11). Mothers (17%) held in state prison were more likely than fathers (14%) to report living in a
foster home, agency, or institution at some time during their youth. Parents in federal prison reported lower percentages of
growing up in a household that received public assistance (31%) or living in a foster home, agency, or institution (7%). These

characteristics varied little by gender for parents held in federal prison.

"More than a third (34%) of parents in state prison reported that during their youth, their parents or guardians had abused
alcohol or drugs. Mothers in state prison (43%) were more likely than fathers (33%) to have had this experience. Fewer
parents (27%) in federal prison reported having a parent or a guardian who had abused alcohol or drugs."



http://supreme.lp.findlaw.com/supreme_court/briefs/99-936/99-936fo4/brief/brief01.html
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf
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Source:

Glaze, Lauren E. and Maruschak, Laura M., "Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children" (Washington, DC: USDOJ, Bureau
of Justice Statistics, Jan. 2009), NCJ222984, p. 7.

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptme.pdf

"Thirty-seven percent of parents held in state prison reported living with at least one of their children in the month before
arrest, 44% reported just prior to incarceration, and 48% reported at either time (table 7). Mothers were more likely than
fathers to report living with at least one child. More than half of mothers held in state prison reported living with at least one
of their children in the month before arrest, compared to 36% of fathers. More than 6 in 10 mothers reported living with their

children just prior to incarceration or at either time, compared to less than half of fathers.

"Parents held in federal prison were more likely than those held in state prison to report living with a child in the month before
arrest, just prior to incarceration, or at either time (appendix table 7). Mothers in federal prison were more likely than fathers to
report living with a child."

Source:

Glaze, Lauren E. and Maruschak, Laura M., "Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children" (Washington, DC: USDOJ, Bureau
of Justice Statistics, Jan. 2009), NCJ222984, p. 4.

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf

"Among male state prisoners, violent (47%) and property (48%) offenders were less likely to report having children than
public-order (60%) and drug (59%) offenders (table 6). For women held in state prison, violent (57%) offenders were less
likely than drug (63%), property (65%), and public-order (65%) offenders to be a mother.

"The prevalence of being a parent differed by gender and offense for inmates held in state and federal prisons. For state
inmates, female (65%) property offenders were more likely to be a parent than male (48%) property offenders. In federal
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http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf
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prison, male (69%) drug offenders were more likely than female (55%) drug offenders to report having children.

"Among men held in federal prison, drug offenders (69%) were more likely than property (54%) and violent (50%) offenders
to report having children (appendix table 5). Public-order offenders (62%) were also more likely than violent offenders to
report having children. For women in federal prison, the likelihood of being a mother did not differ by offense."

Source:

Glaze, Lauren E. and Maruschak, Laura M., "Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children" (Washington, DC: USDOJ, Bureau
of Justice Statistics, Jan. 2009), NCJ222984, p. 4.

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf
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